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NEWS AND GOSSIP 
Compiled and .edited by Jeremy R. Young on behalf of the INA Committee 

INA members seem to be reticent in sending us informa-
tion but we do have the following bits of nanno news for 
you (sorry for the UK bias). 

RECENTLY COMPLETED PhD THESES 
-Jorun Egge- Nutrient control ofphytoplankton growth: 
Effects ofmacronutrient composition (N, P, Si) on species 
succession. University of Bergen, Norway, Oct 1993. 
Published by the Dept. of Fisheries and Marine Biology, 
Univ ofBergen, ISBN 82-7744-007-3 . 

- Maria Triantafyllou - Biostratigraphical & ecostra-
tigraphica/ observations based on calcareous 
nannoplankton from Plio-Pieistocene sediments of the 
Eastern Mediterranean. Athens University. 

- Ulrike Kienel - Die Entwicklung der kalkige 
Nannofossilien und der kalkigen Dinojlagellaten-Zysten 
an der Kriede/Tertiar-Grenze in Westbrandenburg im 
Vergleich mit Profilen in Nordjatland und See/and 
(Danemark). Jan 1994 . Published in : Berliner 
Geowissenschaftliche Abhandlungen, Reihe E, Band 12. 

- Steve Starkie- Calcareous nannofossil biostratigraphy 
and depositional history of the Late Maastrichtian to 
Early Miocene sequence of Iraq. University College 
London, May 1994, Unpublished. 

RESEARCH GRANTS 
- More Emiliania research: a Dutch group including 
Peter Westbroek, Jan van Hinte, and Michael 
Knappertsbusch has been awarded a substantial NWO 
(Dutch research council) grant for sediment trap studies of 
the biogeography and carbonate production of coccoliths 
in general and Emiliania in particular. It is planned to 
include systematic study of both existing sediment trap 
samples (made available by Susumu Honjo) and newly 
collected samples. 

- More Kff boundary research: Woody Wise and Jim 
Pospichal have received a grant from the NSF for work on 
the coccolith record across the Ktrboundary. This should 
keep Jim gainfully employed for a couple more years. 

NEW JOBS 
- Jan Krhovsky has left Charles University in Prague for 
a new post at the Czech Academy of Sciences, also in 
Prague. 

- Ric Jordan was spotted at the Aberystwyth ODP meeting 
and seems to be flourishing in Japan. 

NANNOS GO MAD IN DORSET 
UK nanno workers were cajoled into the field for a 
weekend in June by their local leaders, Jackie Bumett and 
Dawn Windley (British Micropalaeontology Society 
nannofossil group Chairman and Secretary), with Paul 
Bown as geological guru. Usually the BMS nanno group 
is strikingly similar to the British contingent at INA 
Conferences but for this event we went both 
multidisciplinary with friends from other BMS groups 
and other parts of the University College Geology Depart-

ment, and multinational·with friends from Italy (Viviana 
RealeandDonataZucchi), Germany (Jiirgen Thurow) and 
the Czech Rep. - Bohumil Jan Krhovsk)i and 
Lilian Svabenicka, who were in the UK for a couple of 
weeks scientific visit. 

This mighty geo-team focused its efforts on exami-
nation and sampling of the Dorset Jurassic from the Blue 
Lias to Purbeck (Hettangian to Tithonian for the interna-
tionally minded), including such thrills as the famous 
White Stone Band coccolith bloomstone (which we had to 
swim through fetid algae to reach). In between we re-
freshed ourselves with cream teas, beer, and fish and chips 
and enjoyed the beautiful Dorset countryside in uncharac-
teristically beautiful weather. 

COMPUTING- DATABASES, EMAIL AND 
SOFlWARE 

N annofossil database - available now 
As reported in the last issue (database workshop report, 
p. l4-15) I had planned to issue my database through the 
US Geological Survey on CD-ROM. There has now been 
a slight change and by the time you read this I will have 
submitted it as a U.S.G.S. Open-File Report. It will be 
compressed onto 3 or 4, 3.5 inch floppies . I will be 
distributing the data myself to anyone outside of the 
United States. Unfortunately, as it stands right now, 
anyone within the United States will have to order a copy 
through the USGS and pay approximately $30 for it. 
Anyone outside of the United States needs only to send me 
4 formatted high density disks (I would provide them if I 
had any money left in my project, but I don ' t). 

In order to run the program, you need to have a copy 
of dBase on an JBM-compatible computer (if you have 
another database program consult your manuals for infor-
mation on file compatibility). The disks that I will send you 
have complete operating instructions for the system as 
WordPerfect, and ascii-text files . There are 5 databases in 
all : 

1) Publications database: including a complete list of 
nannoplankton publications from Loeblich and Tappan, 
and the INA Newsletter. Data can be searched on by 
author, title, journal, date published, geologic period, 
geographic location, and various types of scientific data 
presented. 

2) Address database: containing addresses, phone num-
bers, fax numbers, and email numbers for al}yone in the 
nannofossil field. 

3-4) Cenozoic and Mesozoic nannoplankton species 
nomenclatural data: including original name, subse-
quent names, validity as presented by Loeblich and Tappan 
and in INA Newsletters, and the geologic period in which 
the species was originally described. 

5) Cenozoic nannoplankton speCies additional data: 
containing additional information compiled by myself 
from many of the publications. Including information on 
illustrated specimens, author and year of the publication, 
the species name used, type of illustration (SEM, light 
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picture, line drawing), and the age and geographic loca-
tion for the specimen. 

The next step is to get this information available via the 
Internet. This will be available within a couple of months. 
Also, if there is interest, I will work with someone to 
develop a way to send periodic updates ofthe information 
(perhaps twice a year) that won't erase previous informa-
tion (this way individuals can also add their own 
information). Everyone, please give me lots of feedback on 
what you think should be the future direction for this data, 
both as to content and to method of distribution. 

Anyone interested in obtaining these databases, 
should get in contact with me: 

Laurel By be/1 U. S. Geological Survey 970 Na-
tional Center Reston, VA 22092 USA. Phone: 7031 
648-5281 , fax : 703/ 648-5420, e-mail: 
lbybell@_.geochange. er. usgs.gov 

Coccoliths@morgan.ucs.mun.ca. -
a new mailing list 

Finally we have set up an email mailing list specially for 
discussion on coccoliths, nannofossils, calcareous 
nannoplankton, IN A, and any related matters. Well actu-
ally Helen Gillespie has- she's a nanno worker at Memorial 
University of Newfoundland, who being a touch isolated 
from centres of nanno study felt a special interest in email 
communication. 

A mailing list is a form of email discussion group. 
Messages are sent to the list 
(cocco/iths@.J1lorgan. ucs. mun. ea.) then the listserver com-
puter in Newfoundland automatically sends out copies to 
everyone else on the list. Anyone who wants can offer their 
opinion via another message mailed directly to the origi-
nal sender or to all subscribers of coccoliths. We encourage 
sending to all subscribers. Very simple really- and you can 
leave . the list at any time by simply sending an 
''unsubscribe'' command. 

How to join 
Send the following email message to: 
listserver@morgan. ucs. mun. ea. 

HELP 
SUBSCRIBE COCCOLITHS <first, last name> 

-Write only the two lines above- don' t include a signature, 
subject, polite hullo, explanation of your interest, etc. (its 
a computer not a person who gets the message). 
- <first, last name> put your name here, without the 
brackets<> 
- HELP will send you a file with explanation of other 
commands, more about how the system works. etc. 

You should remember that there are 3 addresses 
involved: 
- cocco/iths@morgan. ucs. mun. ea. The address of the list, 
send messages for broadcasting here. 
- listserver@.Jnorgan.ucs.mun.ca. The listserver, send 
command messages to subscribe etc. here. These mes-
sages are sent as normal email messages but are commands 
to the listserver computer. You should leave the subject 
field blank and not include a " signature" (but it won ' t 
matter too much if you forget) . 
- helen@.J1lorgan.ucs.mun.ca. Helen Gillespie's address, 
she is the nanno worker who has set up the list and is 
responsible for keeping an eye on it. Contact her if you get 
confused. 

Jeremy Young, jy@fihm.ac. uk 
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Macintosh image analysis software for 
coccoliths 

As part of the EC funded project on the ecology and 
biogeochernical impact of Emiliania huxleyi I have been 
developing an image analysis application, to automate 
biometric work on E.huxleyi coccoliths, using cross-
polarised light images. It consists of a set of macros for the 
program NIH-Image. This is a very respectable Image 
Analysis program produced as freeware by the National 
Institutes of Health in the USA for scientific research 
work. It is only available for Apple Macintosh computers. 
Broadly the macros I have written do two things: 

1. Create composite "mosaic" images of 30 specimens 
-these are similar to plates, but with each image the same 
size. This makes archiving and biometrics easier and 
allows the operator to identify the specimens to measure. 
The macros do this very fast and effectively, and could be 
used with any nannofossils. 

2. Go through these mosaic images automatically meas-
uring several parameters on each specimen and displaying 
the results. These macros will need alteration to work on 
other coccoliths. Additional macros enable errors to be 
corrected, or the measurements to be made entirely manu-
ally. 

The program NIH-Image with full documentation is avail-
able via anonymous ftp from zippy.nimh.nih.gov. The 
macros I have written are also available on this site (user 
macros directory, Coccolith Biometrics). They are also 
available on the Natural History Museum ftp site 
(mailserver.nhm.ac.uk (lP number 157.140.2.2) incom-
ing directory, jryoung, coccobiom). Together with the 
macro files are specimen images and text files explaining 
the macros and their use. 

Alternatively I will happily send a copy of the 
program, macros, and specimen images, if you send me a 
blank 1.4Mb formatted Macintosh disk, together with a 
stamped addressed envelope to return it to you in. 

The system was demonstrated at the recent ODP and the 
Marine Biosphere Meeting held in Aberystwyth, and a 
paper describing it has been submitted to the Proceedings 
volume. 

Jeremy Young, Palaeontology Dept., The Natural 
History Museum, London SW7 5BD, email:jy@nhm.ac. uk 

BOOKS 
Two new books dealing with modem nannoplankton liave 
recently been published, we have received review copies 
and will publish reviews in the next issue. These are; 

Coccolithophores 
edited by Amos Winter and Bill Siesser 

It is a beautiful 11 chapter multi-author review of living 
coccolithophore biology, ecology, taxonomy, biogeogra-
phy and sedimentation. This should invaluable 
source book for any palaeontologists interested in the 
ancestors of their beasts. An advertising flier giving INA 
members a 25% discount on this book is included with his 


	JNR16-2 48
	JNR16-2 49
	JNR16-2 50
	JNR16-2 51
	JNR16-2 52
	JNR16-2 53
	JNR16-2 54
	JNR16-2 55
	JNR16-2 56
	JNR16-2 57
	JNR16-2 58
	JNR16-2 59
	JNR16-2 60
	JNR16-2 61
	JNR16-2 62
	JNR16-2 63
	JNR16-2 64
	JNR16-2 65
	JNR16-2 66
	JNR16-2 67
	JNR16-2 68
	JNR16-2 69
	JNR16-2 70
	JNR16-2 71
	JNR16-2 72
	JNR16-2 73
	JNR16-2 74
	JNR16-2 75
	JNR16-2 76
	JNR16-2 77
	JNR16-2 78
	JNR16-2 79
	JNR16-2 80
	JNR16-2 81
	JNR16-2 82
	JNR16-2 83
	JNR16-2 84
	JNR16-2 85
	JNR16-2 86
	JNR16-2 87
	JNR16-2 88
	JNR16-2 89
	JNR16-2 90
	JNR16-2 91
	JNR16-2 92
	JNR16-2 93
	JNR16-2 94
	JNR16-2 95
	JNR16-2 96
	JNR16-2 97

